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Reflective Essay 

The summer of 2022, I enrolled in the five-credit course, Experiential Module (EM), in 
the Master of Arts for Foreign Language Teaching (MAFLT) Program. The EM is the final 
project assignment, which requires completing an application and a proposal prior to enrolling in 
the course. My professor and mentor, Dr. Sommer-Farias, fulfilled the obligation to provide 
programmatic resources and guidance. Reliance on knowledge gained through the MAFLT 
coursework helped me fulfill the obligations for submitting deliverables within a scheduled 
timeline. My reflection on challenges and outcomes follows the “Gibbs model of reflection” 
Gibbs (1988). First, I will describe my thoughts about the EM and the rationale for my topic. I 
will share my feelings about the process and evaluate the deliverables. An analysis of the data 
collection will show that the information can be used to further inform my teaching practice and 
offer other teachers’ perspective in understanding the needs of students with dyslexia in the 
world language classroom. Finally, I will express my intent to use the EM experience and create 
an action plan to advance my professional development.  

The Experiential Module (EM) can be described in brief as an individual project for 
MAFLT students to design, according to the EM framework. For my project, I decided to 
research an unfamiliar topic, introduced during the Second Language Acquisition Course. My 
limited experience instructing a student with dyslexia justifies my reasons for wanting to 
understand more about developmental dyslexia and language learning. This EM project offered 
me an opportunity to improve my understanding. My topic aligns with Action Research in that it 
seeks to discover classroom solutions, as teacher and participant. The deliverables include an 
Exploratory Paper and Literature Review, Pedagogical Materials, Data Collection, and a Video 
Presentation.  

The Exploratory Paper not only gives the rationale for selecting a topic on dyslexia and 
language learning; it includes a review of literature to highlight the experiences of students, 
teachers, and quasi-clinical professionals. Moreover, I narrate my personal journey with a 
student and dyslexia challenges. I share curriculum approaches in language teaching, episodes of 
success and failure.  

 The EM first steps began with instructions from my mentor to enroll in an online Future 
Learn course, entitled “Dyslexia and Foreign Language.” I also began searching for literature, 
utilizing the Mendeley reference resource, suggested by the EM instructor. I compiled references 
from Mendeley, Future Learn, and MSU (Michigan State University) Library searches online. I 
cited too many articles and books to conduct an effective review in a limited time. Then, I 
narrowed my citations to review any references that consider foreign language learning and 
dyslexia in three topic areas: definitions and descriptions, learning mechanisms, and standards 
and assessment. 

Literature reviews revealed that dyslexia is not homogeneous. One definition for dyslexia 
does not exist. Terminology is used in psychology, biology, and sociology. The reason for such 
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variations is based on dyslexia’s impact on the individual. Most publications are written for 
teachers and psychologists; but there seems to be consensus in hypotheses and findings that the 
combinations of reading, spelling, pronunciation are associated with an inability to decode and 
encode. Reading disability is central to the definition and description of dyslexia. From personal 
teaching experience, I began to compile useful pedagogical materials; from which effective 
curriculum approaches and lesson plans can be observed.  

To display the pedagogical materials in a spreadsheet format, MAFLT provides a 
Curriculum Grid, which allowed me to represent continuous data for classroom activities, 
communicative modes, and learning objectives. The grid highlights learning materials that 
accommodate students with dyslexia and gives examples of how the materials are used. My 
Lesson Plan presents specific learning activities, formatted into “teacher-does, student-does,” 
instructions. I wanted to focus on the dyslexia impact. I sought out user-friendly materials to use. 
I discovered that Marugoto, Irodori are user-friendly sources that also increase the language 
teacher’s ability to accommodate students with dyslexia. Although Minnano Kyozai is helpful, 
there are hurdles to user interface. 

What were my feelings about the topic? The initial interest was how to approach teaching 
students with dyslexia. First, based on the expanse of research material on the subject, I became 
fearful that my topic was too big. Secondly, I became frustrated with having to be specific about 
the timeline for meeting the milestones. Lastly, I was overwhelmed by the thought of putting 
together so many different pieces of material to meet milestones that I agreed upon with my 
mentor. My first attempt to overcome this flood of feelings was to become more organized. I had 
to get clear about the main questions and answers. I focused efforts on two categories: student 
and teacher experiences. Restricting my topic to the most important questions for language 
teachers of students with dyslexia, I focused on answering four key questions: 

• What is dyslexia? 

• What impact does dyslexia have on world language learning? 

• What are learning mechanisms affected by dyslexia? 

• How can teachers support students with dyslexia in WL classes? 

In summary, the outcome of this project is an effective learning experience. Having a 
better understanding of language learning challenges, related to the impact of dyslexia on 
students, gives me the confidence to seek out accommodations for students with learning 
differences. My plan forward is an action plan centered on addressing unique needs of all 
students. I intend to provide opportunities for students to set and attain their own goals in 
language learning. This option should be inclusive of all language learners. Data collection is 
important for small and large-scale research efforts. I designed a questionnaire to gain a 
perspective on what other teachers believe about accommodating learning differences. However, 



Stillman, Toni 
EM FLT885 
Instructor: Dr. Sommer-Farias 
August 18, 2022 

3 
 

accommodation includes reversing acceptable best practices. For example, change of speech 
style, teaching explicit grammar, use of target language in instruction, are useful means of 
adjusting for learning differences. The questionnaire is available in the Exploratory Paper. 
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